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a mathematical puzzle at certain times of life, nothing
more lastingly satisfying than a love of poetry, music and
the world of nature. It is on such lines of ' natural edu-
cation ' that the schools of the future will be run, and it
will not be the first time that teachers of older children
have adopted methods tried out in the junior schools.
play
If people would once for all accept that children have
natural and sensible ways of teaching themselves and
that to a great extent the need for teachers arises from the
fact that modern children have to adapt themselves to
the demands of the complex and exacting modern state,
there would be no need to write on the educative value
of play.
It really is of no great importance for a teacher to make
up his mind whether play is an instinct or an innate pro-
pensity, whether children were given their youth in order
to play, or play as a preparation for adult life ; but it is
important to face the fact that it is as natural and necessary
for a child to play as for him to satisfy the demands for
food and drink. If he can't get food legitimately the
temptation to get it illegitimately is overwhelming and
the statement is equally true of play. Hence the value
of the constructive and imitative plays discussed in the
preceding paragraphs—they satisfy his need of play ; also
the child thus satisfies his curiosity and uses his con-
structive powers, just as in his earlier curiosities he began
to train his senses of taste, touch, smell, &c.
The need for all types of play in the junior school as
well as the infant school has been stressed above, and the
tendency to consider that organized games, like netball
and cricket, take the place of the free play of younger
children will disappear as the possibilities of free play are
more fully appreciated.

